
Our Promise
Care for All Students
The Foundation is committed to providing a 
level field for all Coupeville students so that 
every child can fully participate in school 
regardless of their financial situation.  Our 
funds for this we call the Promise Fund.  

Last year,  over $5000 was provided to 
programs aligned with the Promise Fund’s 
mission and impacting over 150 students 
within our district. The Promise Fund 
continues to provide support to each of the 
school’s counselors for basic life necessities 
like supplies, food, toiletries, and clothes for 
those in need. New this year, the Foundation 
teamed up with Coupeville’s Student Support 
Services and George Thawley, a community 
volunteer, to organize the 2nd annual Spring 
Resource Fair.  See feature on this page.

For nearly 25 years the Coupeville Schools Foundation has provided an 
“extra measure of support” to students through

Classroom Grants  •  Scholarships  •  Promise Fund
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Our Board
Working for Students Year Round
Our board is made up of volunteers that 
are passionate about helping Coupeville 
students succeed in life.  

Bill Evans	 President   

Karen Koschak	 Vice President,
		  Grant Committee Chair

Christie Sears	 Secretary 

Chic Merwine	 Treasurer   	

Diane Eelkema	 Scholarships Committee 

James Steller	 Fundraising & Media

Kathy Harada 	 Dine Out Coordinator

Sara Maher	 Marketing & Outreach

Molly McPherson	 Board Member 

Steve King	 Board Member

You can learn more about our board 
members at 

www.4coupevilleschools.org

Follow us on Facebook 
www.facebook.com/4coupevilleschools
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Spring Resource Fair
On Wednesday, April 27th - Coupeville School District Student 
Support Programs hosted the 2nd Annual Community 
Resource Fair to a great success!

The Community Resource Fair is a collaboration of the 
McKinney Vento, Migrant Education, Foster Care, Behavioral 
Health, and Multilingual Learners programs aimed at bringing 
together the basic needs and enrichment resources of the 
community.  Together these programs serve over 150 students 
and their families within the Coupeville School District. 

Through the collaboration of the Student Support Programs 
the Community Resource Fair is able to connect a variety 
of resources to our community ranging from basic needs 
(housing, food, childcare) to health (dental, mental health) to 
academic and summer enrichment and more.

Participants were welcomed to tour each booth and talk with 
the representatives at each display to learn more about how 
the wonderful local resources can serve families. Kids had 
the opportunity to win prizes to help support their summer 
activities, including sports equipment, activity books, 
outdoor activities, etc. 

In total, approximately $7250 was raised and donated through 
the Coupeville Schools Foundation. Approximately $2000 
was raised in financial or in kind donations  (clothing, books, 
toys, etc) from the community and churches of Coupeville. 
Finally, a generous donation of $5000 was provided to the 
Promise Fund for future support as well.  In all, it was a super 
successful partnership that we hope to continue in 2023.

www.4coupevilleschools.org
facebook.com


Classroom Grants ~ Enrichment for All Students
The 2021 - 2022 school year saw a slow but resilient return to a new normal 
following COVID.  Typically the Foundation fundraises and appropriates 
approximately $30,000 annually for enrichment grants for educators.  
The fall grant cycle started slowly with just over $5000 awarded to 5 
enrichment grants.  By the end of the 2022 school year, another $20,000 
was awarded to 5 more grants including an exciting opportunity to 
support a new sports medicine program at Coupeville including supplies 
like CPR manikins and AED lifesaver devices!  We continue to roll over 
previously awarded but COVID impacted grants to 2023 and look forward 
to a LOT of great ideas this year.

You can always check out our website to see how your giving is making a 
difference in students’ lives - both in how it is utilized as well as fun pictures 
and descriptions of the experience.  Take a look at what your support does 
for our schools!  2021 - 2022 Grants (4coupevilleschools.org)

Dear Ms. Eelkema,
I am writing to express my sincere gratitude 
to you for making access to multiple 
scholarships possible. I was thrilled to learn 
of my selection of four of these honors, and 
I am deeply appreciative of your support. 

I will be a freshman majoring in education;  
I hope to become a physical education 
teacher upon graduating from Western 
Washington University. The financial 
assistance you provided will be of great help 
to me in paying my educational expenses, 
and it will allow me to concentrate more of 
my time on studying.

Thank you again for your generosity and 
support. I promise you I will work very hard 
and eventually give back to others, both 
as a teacher and possibly a scholarship to 
future students like myself.

Sincerely, 

Brian Casey

Scholarships ~ Supporting Academic and Career Choices
Our community partnered with the Foundation to make a tremendous difference for the Class of 2022!  This year saw 22 students 
receive scholarships ranging from $500 - $10,000.  In total, all the scholarships brokered from the community added up to $61,588, in 
addition to the $3000 directly from the Foundation.  This level of support from our community is truly inspiring.  To hear more about 
the scholarships, the stories behind them, and the people that give them, watch the Scholarships Awards Night:   CHS Class of 2022 
Senior Scholarship and Awards Show. 

These scholarships recognize student achievement, support a technical career or college degree, and encourage middle school 
students to complete high school with a goal in mind.

Would you like to create a scholarship? We can help you set it up, choose criteria, select awardees, present the scholarship at awards 
night and distribute the funds to the schools.  Please contact Diane Eelkema, scholarships@4coupevilleschools.org or 360.632.6416. 
She would be happy to assist you.

Donor Recognition
This July, Diane and Gary West hosted a donor recognition event on 
their property.  Chicken paella from Bayleaf was served and a great 
mix of people - donors, Foundation members, and educators mingled.  
Superintendent Steve King shared a heartfelt thank you to the community 
and the Foundation about how wonderful the support is - especially 
on the heels of the hardest couple years in recent education history.  
Foundation President Bill Evans and Scholarship Committee Lead Diane 
Eelkema shared touching stories of how the support impacted our youth 
and we look forward to continuing this service.
Thank you (L to R)  Gary and Diane West, Kelli and Steve King (Superintendent).

https://www.4coupevilleschools.org/2021---2022-grants.html
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhksMg3keY8
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=xhksMg3keY8


Q: Who Funds the  “Extra  Support”?

A: You do!  Our three programs are 
100 percent funded by donations 
from individuals and businesses. 
Thank You!

Q: How can I help financially?

A: Here are some of the many ways:

Donate by Check  
	 You can mail your donation to  
	       CFCPS, PO Box 1133
	       Coupeville WA 98239
	 You will receive a mailed return 

receipt. 

Donate Through our Website
	 Use your credit card:  

www.4coupevilleschools.org.

Dine & Shop Outs  -  Eat and shop at 
Coupeville restaurants and retailers 
on their Dine Out/Shop Out Day. 

Shop at AmazonSmile  -  Select 
the Community Foundation for 
Coupeville Public Schools as your 
preferred charity when you visit 

	 www.smile.amazon.com.  Amazon 
will donate 0.5% of the purchase to 
our Foundation

Legacy Giving
	 Name the Foundation in your will.   

IRA Distribution - Donations sent 
directly to us from a traditional IRA are 
normally tax free for eligible donors.

Early September saw over 50 attendees to hear a 
concert by Coupeville’s own Tekla Cunningham and 
her musician friends, set on the gorgeous prairie 
overlooking Admiralty Inlet.  The virtuoso violinist 
and her husband David, shared both their home 
and their passion for both music and supporting the 
community in putting on a magical afternoon.  In all, 
the event raised over $4500 for Coupeville Schools 
Foundation and the desire is to continue this in 2023.  
We hope to see you there!

Music On
The Prairie

Dine & Shop Out ~ Businesses Helping Students
We really want to thank our wonderful community businesses for their support.  Coming out of a pandemic, 
even more businesses (17 total) stepped up to support our students!  We want to remind you that when 
you eat or shop at Coupeville restaurants and stores on their Dine Out or Shop Out day, they donate a 
portion of their day’s sales to the Foundation. Contact Kathy Harada, Dine Out Coordinator, with questions 
at DineOut@4Coupevilleschools.org.

Thank you to these businesses for supporting our students last year!

Whidbey Island, Washington
www.bayleaf.us
360.678.6603

www.4coupevilleschools.org
smile.amazon.com


The Foundation received $116,880 in 
donations.  We distributed $124,265 on our 
mission items: scholarships, grants, donor 
directed items, and the Promise Fund. 
Expenses remained low at $2,268.

The pie chart provides an overview of how 
your giving is allocated to the schools.  It 
also demonstrates our fiscal commitment to 
you to make every dollar count by keeping 
expenses low.  

Join our volunteer core of community 
members who help board members with 
fundraising and community outreach. 
We need your creative ideas, skills and 
passion to help with existing fundraising 
programs and create new ones, plan 
events, update our web site, and write 
newspaper and newsletter articles and 
Facebook posts about our programs’ 
impact.  You choose how little or how 
much time you want to give. 
 
If you are interested in fundraising, 
community outreach, or publicity, please 
contact James Steller at   

        jamessteller@4coupevilleschools.org  

 

You’re Invited to 
Join Us!

EXPENDITURES

Financial Recap  
2021-22 School Year

Scholarships
Classroom Grants
Donor  Directed

n

n
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Meet our Foundation’s President:  Bill Evans
Bill joined the foundation 2 years ago and 
immediately injected his passion for education and 
his love for our town into all of our efforts.  This year, 
he is humbled to serve as our president. 

Share a bit about your career and interest in schools: 

“I started my career in education, approaching 
fifty years ago, in Coupeville. Started the special 
education program in Coupeville and then went on 
to teach 3rd, 6th, and kindergarten, as well as some 
secondary classes and coaching women’s softball 
and basketball.  I moved away from Coupeville in 
1986 and moved into a career as an educational 
administrator, including serving as Superintendent 
for many years in several districts.  Today, I now 
serve at the higher ed level, as a professor of 
early childhood studies and education at Everett 
Community College.

My life has been public education and I continue 
to be committed to its values and role as the most 
important social institution we have in this world. 
Education is the future, the hope, the means for an 
ever-evolving better world for all. As we teach, we 
create! I am continuously humbled by the work I 
see being done in the education profession, here 
in Coupeville and beyond, and I am honored to be 
involved in the work of the Community Foundation 
for Coupeville Public Schools and their efforts 
to “provide an Extra Measure of Support” to our 
Coupeville students and staff.”

$83,434.35

$19,191

$8,627.15

$7,597.02

$5,416

$2,268.75

Overhead
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Teacher/Staff Support
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